Corn Exchange Young Performers

28/6/2016
Dear CXYP Participants, Parents and Carers,
In this, our final newsletter of the 2015/16 season, please find information about our upcoming
summer workshop, as well as news and announcements from the groups.

Members of the Senior Drama Group at Biggar Boating Pond

Announcements
Farewell Bethany & Nadia!
Over the past two years, CXYP has been very fortunate to have two highly skilled and dedicated
workshop assistants. While Nadia will be remaining with us for our summer event (details
below), Bethany will sadly be departing CXYP to continue her studies. On behalf of the entire
management team and all the participants, I’d like to thank both girls for their hard work and
good humour these past two years. We wish you all the best for the future!

Sam

Proud as punch: the P1-3 Drama Group

I would personally like to thank all of the primary participants and their parents for making me
feel welcome and supported these past two years. I too will be heading to University in August,
and while I will remain on with the Senior Group, my study commitments sadly prevent me from
continuing with both Primary groups. It has been a pleasure and a privilege leading these
groups. I am particularly pleased to see children from different primary schools attending the
P1-3 group, while the enthusiasm and talent of the P4-7s is as strong as ever. For all the well
wishes, the homemade cards and the kind gifts I have received: thank you. I will greatly miss my
Tuesday afternoons with these talented performers.

Group photo at the Stage Door of the Edinburgh Playhouse with Miss Hannigan (Elaine C. Smith)

Annie Trip
It seems a while ago, but we can’t overlook that wonderful trip
to the Edinburgh Playhouse. 38 participants from across the
three groups came along to witness what was an outstanding
production of the classic musical. For some children, this was
their first experience of seeing a professional musical. What
made this trip a success, however, was the fantastic help we
received from the 11 parents who came along too. Thank you!
Outdoor Drama Space
Biggar Corn Exchange has recently secured an award from LandTrust to redevelop the small
rear courtyard behind the theatre. The award will be used to clear out vegetation and lay a new
ground surface. CXYP intends to use this enclosed space for future outdoor activities, so we felt
it was important to include participants’ ideas for the site’s redevelopment. The Senior Group
took it upon themselves to design a realistic performance space in keeping with the budget and
restrictions of the site. We received some fantastic (and imaginative!) suggestions. These have
been sent off to the landscaping team. We shall keep you updated on the progress of this
exciting redevelopment.

The location of the site (Green) behind Biggar Corn Exchange (Red)

Landscaping suggestions from the CXYP Participants

2016 Summer Event: Three Plays in Three Days
It’s that time of year again! Three Plays in Three Days is returning this summer. We have 27
places available to P5-S6 children for this workshop on the 4th, 5th & 6th of August. A great
introduction drama, this event is perfect for anyone interested in joining our regular CXYP
sessions. It’s also mighty fun for experienced performers too!
Over three six-hour sessions, the participants will work together in three production groups to
write, rehearse and perform their own short plays! With such activities as script writing, prop
making, drawing and painting, on top of some fantastic new drama games, this promises to be a
brilliant workshop for all involved. Snacks will be provided but participants are asked to bring
along their own lunch.
To top it off, at the end of day three, friends and family will be invited to an evening performance
of each play! The price per child for the entire three-day workshop is £28, payable on the day.
We also offer a discount for brothers and sisters at £48 for two siblings or £58 for three siblings.
All 27 places are allocated on a first come, first served basis. We kindly encourage you to reserve
your child’s place early to avoid any disappointment. Please contact: biggar.cxyp@gmail.com

The P1-3 Group + plastic pyramid + bright stage lights.

Cast Photos from the P4-7 production, Sweet Dreams.

Looking ahead: 2016/17 season.
We are making a few changes ahead of 2016/17 season, namely the restructuring of the primary
groups. The P1-3 group will now become the P1-4 group, while the P4-7 group will change to
accommodate P5-7s. This will not affect the majority of existing participants, but it will allow for a
more equal distribution of future members, with the existing P4-7 group growing in size.
The Senior Group’s creative output will also change next year. The seniors have expressed an
interest to create a series of one-act plays, rather than one large production. This format will
allow them to take on production roles for each other’s plays.
Lastly, the CXYP Management Team are actively seeking a new Primary Group Leader. All notes
of interest may be directed to Barbara Duffner, CXYP Management Team Member. Please email:
bd@ph-walk.demon.co.uk for further details.
The 1st term of the 2016/17 season will begin on Tuesday 16th August and will run for 9 weeks
until Tuesday 11th October.
P1-4 will run for one hour: 3:15pm - 4:15pm
P5-7 will run for one and a half hours: 4:30pm - 6:00pm. (Note: No CXYP Extra)
Seniors (S1 - S6) will run for two hours: 7:00pm - 9:00pm

The cost per session is £3 or you may wish to pay for a block of 9 sessions costing £27.
And finally,
Thank you to all the volunteers who have spared time to help us during our busiest period of the
year. We greatly appreciate your unfailing support! I will be in touch just before the start of the
new term to formally introduce our new Primary Group Leader and our new senior workshop
assistants.
In the meantime, have a wonderful summer!
Samuel Swinton
Programme Co-ordinator and Group Leader
On behalf of:
Bethany Crosse & Nadia Keteb
Drama Workshop Assistants
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